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Slave Trade

Before we conclude our survey of the letters under review, it is worth-
while to note that slave trade was legal in the last quarter of the eighteenth
century. In 1783, the Directors ordered that two "black seamen" by name
Salvadore and Joachim, who had come to England on the Fox brig, be put
on board the Swallow to be conveyed to Canton. They are described as
slaves who ran away from their masters at Macao, " and for whom the
supra-cargos paid their full value." The Directors ordered that, on their
arrival in India, they were to be sent to Canton, " in order to their being
returned to their masters", and that the supracargoes " may be reim-
bursed the sums they have paid on their account."187

Letter from Court, 10 September 1783, para. 32,